
Reader’s Theater: The Parable of the Soils (also known as the Parable of the Sower) 
Matthew 13:3-9  
 
Cast:  Narrator  Farmer   Enactor   
  The Path  The Rocks  The Thorns  The Good Soil 
 
The Narrator reads from offstage, pausing for the action as needed.  
The Path, The Rocks, The Thorns, and The Good Soil are in a line across the front of the stage, on their knees 
The Farmer stands center stage with the Enactor hiding behind.  
The Enactor should be the smallest and youngest of the actors.   
 
NARRATOR:  
Jesus told them many things in parables, saying: "A farmer went out to sow his seed.  
The Farmer walks in place with a smile on his/her face.  
 
As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up.  
The Farmer smiles and mimes casting seed toward The Path. The Path remains on his/her knees. The Enactor 
comes from behind The Farmer, flapping his/her arms like wings and making a “caw” sound like a crow. The 
Enactor moves to The Path, gobbles the “seed” gleefully, and returns to behind The Farmer, flapping and “cawing” 
all the way. The Path crumples to the ground.  
 
Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow.  
The Farmer smiles and mimes casting seed toward The Rocks. The Rocks springs up quickly to a standing position.  
 
But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root.  
The Enactor comes from behind The Farmer with a paper sun making sizzling noises. (or waving his/her hands 
mimicking heat waves or with a hair dryer blowing full blast) The Enactor scorches The Rocks as he/she withers 
back to the ground. The Enactor gleefully returns to behind the Farmer in the same way he/she entered.  
 
Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants.  
The Farmer smiles and mimes casting seed toward The Thorns. The Thorns remains on his/her knees. The Enactor 
comes from behind The Farmer and pretends to choke The Thorns. The Thorns reacts with a melodramatic death. 
The Enactor gleefully returns to behind the Farmer.  
 
Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop--a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.  
The Farmer smiles and mimes casting seed toward The Good Soil. The Good Soil stands. The Enactor comes from 
behind The Farmer bringing wheat (or its representation). The Enactor presents The Good Soil with the wheat. The 
two stand together in a side hug, smiling.  
 
He who has ears, let him hear." 
 
********* 
Scripture taken from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved. 
 
Staging by Rev. Lisa Ann Moss Degrenia, Pastor of Community United Methodist Church in DeBary Florida 
 
 


