
Reader’s Theater: The LORD Calls Samuel   
1 Samuel 3:1-3 
 
Cast:   Narrator   The LORD, an offstage voice   

Samuel, a boy   Eli, an old man   
 
Samuel and Eli begin with their backs to the congregation, on either side of the stage 
As they are introduced by the Narrator, they turn and face the congregation 
 
NARRATOR:  
The boy Samuel ministered to the Lord under the direction of Eli, the priest. The word of the 
Lord was rare in those days; visions were not widespread.  
 
Eli and Samuel go to sleep 
 
At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying 
down in his room; and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God 
was. The lamp of God had not yet gone out. 
 
Then the Lord called 
 
THE LORD 
Samuel! Samuel! 
 
SAMUEL 
Here I am!  
Samuel runs to Eli 
Here I am, for you called me 
 
ELI 
I did not call; lie down again. 
Samuel returns to where he was sleeping 
 
THE LORD 
Samuel! 
Samuel runs to Eli  
 
SAMUEL 
Here I am, for you called me.  
 
ELI 
I did not call, my son; lie down again.  
Samuel returns to where he was sleeping 
 



NARRATOR 
Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to 
him.  
Samuel awakens and moves to Eli as the Narrator continues 
The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli.  
 
SAMUEL 
Here I am, for you called me.  
 
NARRATOR 
Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy.  
 
ELI 
Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, "Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening."  
Samuel returns to where he was sleeping. Eli remains awake, thoughtful 
 
NARRATOR 
So Samuel went and lay down in his place. Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as 
before,  
 
THE LORD 
Samuel! Samuel!  
 
SAMUEL 
Speak, for your servant is listening.  
 
*********  
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